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VОLUME IV: THE ORIGINS 
AND HIGHLIGHTS OF THE EASTERN 
SLAVIC CIVILIZATION 

The monograph, volume 4 of the fundamental writing “Civiliza-
tions: Theory, History, Dialogue and the Future” addresses civiliza-
tional dynamics with respect to the history of the Eastern Slavic 
civilizations (6th-15th cc.). The inquires are made into the problems 
of establishment and life cycle stages of the Eastern Slavic civiliza-
tion, its elements (Kievan Rus (southern Russian principalities), 
Novgorodian Republic, Russian North, Central Russian principali-
ties), interaction with neighboring civilizations.

The articles of Russian and Ukrainian archeologists and mu-
seum officers show the origins of civilization, its cultural-historical 
monuments, and richness of civilizational heritage.

The book is intended for a wide circle of scientists and educa-
tionalists, students and learners, political and public figures concern-
ing themselves with history and interaction among civilizations.
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FOREWORD

A New Look at the Eastern Slavic 

Civilization

The book non-conventional and unexpected in its approach 
is suggested for attention of scientists, educationalists, students 
and all antiquity lovers. It incorporates a fresh look at the his-
tory, informative characterizations, evaluation of the place in the 
world civilizational process of the Eastern Slavic civilization 
although the usage of the “civilization” term with respect to the 
Slavic history may seem unexpected to some. Tens of mono-
graphs and hundreds of research articles address this history. 
Nevertheless, the authors have succeeded in finding new edges 

in this page it would seem studied in detail (and more exactly 
a volume) of national history. 

What is the novelty and merits of this monograph?
First of all, in the civilizational approach to studying of the 

subject of inquiry. The authors are not historians or archeolo-
gists but advocates of a relatively new branch of social sci-
ences — science of civilizations and as it is often called civil-
iography. Renown scientists B.N. Kuzyk and Yu.V. Yakovets 
represent a modern Russian civilizational school purporting to 
the world recognition and leadership. They published a good 
deal of works on theory and history of civilizations; its major 
writing — a fundamental monograph “Theory, History, Dialogue 
and Future of Civilizations”, the first two volumes appeared in 
2006 in Russian and English and represented in the UN Dag 
Hammarskjцld library and UNESCO headquarters.  The experi-
mental test of ideas set forth in the two volume book was 
performed on the rich cross-civilizational materials of the North-
ern Black Sea regions (the third volume of the monograph 
“Northern Black Sea Regions — Space of Interaction among 
Civilizations” appeared in 2008) and by the example of a rich 
history of the Eastern Slavic civilization (the fourth volume of 
this monograph).

How does such civilizational approach manifest itself?
The authors discuss the Slavic civilization that began its 

establishment in the 6th c. and completed its life cycle in the 15th 
c. in the East of Europe as one of civilizations of the third gen-
eration prevailing exactly in that millennium period both in the 
West and the East. It permits to define more clearly both gen-
eral features and specifics of the civilizational process in this 
area in the tideway of the world history of civilizations.

The authors surmount unilinear approach to the history of the 
Eastern Slavic civilization, suggest a hypothesis on its multi-center 
nature and show that from the very start it formed as bipolar 
(Kiev and Novgorod) that ensured its complexity and viability. 
Further the border effaced and by the end of the period of exis-
tence of civilization the struggle evolved between other poles — 
Moskovan Principality and Novgorodian Republic.

The writing provides a description of features of each of four 
components making the Eastern Slavic civilization — Kievan 
Rus, Novgorodian Republic, Russian North, and Central Russian 
Principalities. Such features are based on five elements forming 
the nucleus of a civilizational genotype: natural-geographical 
conditions, population, technology, economy, state-political 
system, spiritual world that opens an opportunity of a multi-
dimensional vision of the historical process.

Much attention is paid to the interaction of Eastern Slavs 
with other civilizations of the third generation — both neighbor-
ing and remote. This is not by chance. The Eastern Slavic civi-
lization as it is shown in the book, evolved on the paths of the 
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