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Volume lll. Northern Black Sea Regions —
Space of Interaction among Civilizations

Along with local civilizations there are spaces of their interaction. The most demon-
strative example of such space is the northern Black Sea regions — a field of interaction
among civilizations and peoples within more than two and a half millennia.

The book for the first time sets forth theoretical foundations and history of development
of spaces of interaction among civilizations, deals with basic stages in the development and
interaction of civilizations and peoples in the northern Black Sea regions in the Neolithic and
Bronze Age, periods of Greek colonization, Roman and Byzantine influence, prevalence of
gastern Slavic, Moslem and Eurasian cultures. Actual examples of interaction among civi-
lizations — from dialogue and cooperation to backset and military clashes are provided. An
overview of archeological expositions of this period in the museums of Russia and Ukraine
is given. The outputs of the scientific-civilizational expedition to the northern Black Sea regions
conducted in July 2005 are published. The book unites well a creative scientific search,
scientific-historical articles of archeologists and museum workers and emotional itineraries
of the expedition members. Exciting pictures of not simple relations between civilizations and
cultures within the space of the Nizhny Don and Sea of Azov regions, Taman, Crimea, South-
ern Pobuzhie, northwestern and northeastern Black Sea regions will open to a reader.

The book is intended for a wide readership — educators and students, teachers and
schoolchildren, and scientists, regional ethnographers, tour operators and travelers — for
everybody who is interested in the history of civilizations and their interaction.
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Introduction

The book offered for readers does not meet the established literature canons. What
is it? A scientific research, a collection of articles of archeologists and museum workers,
itineraries of travelers? This is the first, the second and the third — in a three-dimensional
space allowing giving a dimensional vision of the exciting, multi-sided subject-matter of
this book — a long historical path of the Black Sea regions of Russia and Ukraine as
spaces of interaction among local civilizations and natives.

This is a scientific research as ideas expounded in the fundamental writing ‘Civiliza-
tions: Theory, History, Dialogue and the Future’ (M: INES, 2006) are developed and tested
on specific historical materials. Historians, archeologists, civilization researchers will find
a number of new points — about territories covered by the first world civilizations (Neo-
lithic, Early Class) not yet reached the level of local civilizations; cultural-historical societ-
ies and proto-civilizations as predecessors of local civilizations; forms and mechanism of
interaction between tribes, cultural-historical communities, proto-civilizations and local
civilizations on spaces of the northern Black Sea regions; Russian Kaganate as one of
predecessor of the Eastern Slavic civilization.

But along with it these are itineraries of the scientific-civilizational expedition we ar-
ranged in July 2005 to the northern Black Sea regions including information received from
the first-string scientists-archeologists, historians and museum workers, and also per-
sonal impressions and opinions of the expedition members about the utmost rich history
of these areas.

This is also a collection of articles of scientists-archeologists, researchers from the
research centers and museums of Russia and Ukraine. The articles address and assess the
prime archeological and historical monuments, narrate about new archeological discover-
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