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Prospects for Overcoming Civilizational 
Crisis and Entering the Path of 
Global Sustainable Development

Introduction. Vision 2050: A View from Russia

instead of the peace and prosperity expected after the “cold war” 
the beginning of the 21st century has brought an abrupt wave of 
crises and upheavals, disappointments and sufferings. This put 
to a nonplus not only politicians, statesmen and business lead-
ers, but also scientists who are to see far ahead and highlight the 
strategic perspectives.

The international team of scientists who prepared this report, 
includes representatives of the modern russian scientific schools 
(russian cyclicism, civilizational, noospheric, socio-demograph-
ic, integral macro-forecasting) and their foreign associates. Their 
views are represented in dozens of monographs, in the Global 
Forecast “Future of Civilizations” for 2050 (published in 10 parts 
and represented at the uN headquarters on 27.10.2009), report 
“A long-term strategy for Global sustainable development based 
on Partnership of Civilizations”, which was represented at the 
uN headquarters on 28.06.2011 and the uN Conference on sus-
tainable development rio +20 (13 – 17.06.2012 in rio de Janeiro).

building on the previous work, we decided to prepare a draft 
report to be discussed at the Conference within the Moscow 
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economic Forum and the Astana eco-
nomic Forum, to publish in russian and 
english, and submit to the participants 
of the summit “G-20” (st. Petersburg, 
05 – 07.09.2013).

This paper addresses the main points 
of this report.

Part 1. Civilizational Crisis: Diagnosis, 
Structure and Prospects for Overcoming

1.1. diAGNOsis OF The GlObAl 
Crisis OF The 1sT QuArTer 
OF The 21sT CeNTurY
Treatment of the disease starts with a di-
agnosis. however, there is still no reliable 
diagnosis for a cluster of global crises of 
the 1st quarter of the 21st century. This is 
not accidental and is explained, first, that 
it is not an economic crisis that is regu-
larly repeated once every decade and not 
even only the crisis phase of the Kondra-
tieff long cycle this is a civilizational crisis 
unequalled for more than two centuries. 
second, because the industrial scientific 
paradigm itself is in the state of crisis, los-
ing creative and predictive power.

We diagnose a cluster of global crises 
of the 1st quarter of the 21st century as a 
civilizational crisis, caused by the change 
of super-long civilizational cycles: the de-
cline of the industrial world civilization, 
a change of generations of local civiliza-
tions, the end of the second historical 
super-cycle in the dynamics of the global 
civilization.

such diagnosis allows, first, to under-
stand the depth and duration of the crisis 
period, covering a quarter of the century. 
Second, to reveal the structure of the crisis, 
transforming all the components of the 
genotype of civilizations: natural-ecolog-

ical, socio-demographic, technological, 
economic, geopolitical and socio-cultural. 
Third, to determine the ways and priori-
ties to surmount crisis more reliably, bal-
anced and concurrent transformation of 
all components of civilizational genotype 
based on partnership of civilizations and 
states, social strata and generations. This 
approach offers a historical perspective 
and musters the strength to pass through 
the crisis phase with less losses and up-
heavals.

1.2. FOuNdATiONs OF The sTrATeGY 
TO OverCOMe The Crisis
studying the history of civilization shows 
that the crises of civilizations are not infi-
nite. They end either by a shift of civiliza-
tion on the wave of epochal innovations 
into a qualitatively new state, or leaving 
the historical arena.

The result of epochal innovations of 
the second quarter of the 21st century, in 
our opinion, will be the establishment of 
the integral, humanistically noospheric 
world civilization with the genotype ad-
equate to it in the vanguard countries, the 
formation of the more differential and ac-
tive fifth generation of local civilizations, 
interacting on the principles of dialogue 
and partnership.

A long transitional period is full of 
risks and surprises, including most cata-
strophic. To withstand these tests, the 
global community must develop and im-
plement consistently a long-term, scien-
tifically founded strategy to overcome the 
crisis of civilization and entering the path 
of global sustainable development.

There is no it so far. Global develop-
ment is becoming increasingly unstable.

The international team of scientists 
developed and offered at the Conference 
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riO+20 its version of a long-term strategy 
for entering the path of global sustainable 
development. it is based on the following 
key points:

— the depth and duration of civiliza-
tional transformations require developing 
a long-term global strategy to overcome 
crises and entering the path of sustainable 
development;

— there is a need for balanced and 
synchronized strategies for transforma-
tion of all the components of the genotype 
of civilizations;

— it is necessary to ensure the conver-
gence of the level of socio-economic and 
technological development of countries 
and civilizations;

— the implementation of the strategy 
should be based on the institutions and 
mechanisms of innovation and socio-polit-
ical partnership between civilizations and 
states, social strata and generations.

1.3. The sYsTeM OF lONG-
TerM sTrATeGY GOAls
in determining the long-term goals of sus-
tainable development and building of the 
tree of global strategy one should be based 
that the elements of the future already ex-
ist in the present, they need to be main-
tained and developed.

The tree of the strategy goals include: 
general goal — securing the transition to 
an integral, humanistically noospheric 
world civilization based on a wave of 
epochal innovations; the system of the 
first-level goals transforming all the com-
ponents of the genotype of civilization, 
overcoming the economic and food crises, 
establishment of the noospheric energy-
ecological mode of production and con-
sumption, and the transition to a model 
of the demographic growth, overcoming 

depopulation and optimization of migra-
tion flows; an innovative breakthrough, 
dissemination of the achievements of the 
scientific and technological revolution of 
the 21st century and the sixth technologi-
cal order; the transition from a decaying 
industrial economic system to the inte-
gral system, socially, ecologically, and 
innovation-oriented, the eradication of 
poverty in the world; the rise of science 
and increase in the creativity of education, 
revival of high culture and humanistically 
noospheric morality. These transforma-
tions should be targeted, balanced and 
synchronized. This is the advantage of a 
global strategy.

Part 2. The Transformation Strategy for the 
Elements of Sustainable Development

2.1. ON The PATh TO The NOOsPheriC 
eNerGY-eCOlOGiCAl MOde OF 
PrOduCTiON ANd CONsuMPTiON 
ANd “GreeN” eCONOMY
in the first quarter of the 21st century, 
the world is ridden by the global energy-
ecological crisis, manifesting itself in the 
growth of the deficit and rise in prices for 
fossil fuels, increase in the greenhouse gas 
emissions.

The crisis can be overcome by the evolv-
ing of the noospheric energy-ecological 
mode of production and consumption, its 
main features include:

— energy efficiency, refusal from the 
energy-wasteful technologies in produc-
tion and households;

— decrease in the rate of growth in en-
ergy consumption from 1.9 % in 1990 – 2009 
to 0.2 – 0.4 % in 2040s while overcoming 
the excessive gap between high- and low-
income countries from 13.3 times by the 
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consumption of energy per capita and 39.6 
times for the electric energy consumed;

— increase in the completeness of ex-
traction and complex processing of fossil 
fuels (which takes 81 % of the world bal-
ance of power consumption), the devel-
opment of alternative sources of energy 
(quantum gas, tar sands, etc.);

— increase in the share of renewable, 
clean energy sources (solar, wind, biofu-
els, etc.);

— reduction of the share of green-
house gas emissions, which grew in 
1990 – 2008 by 2 % per year;

— international regulation of dynam-
ics of world energy prices.

The formation of “green” economy 
would promote the solution of these stra-
tegic objectives as well as the full evalua-
tion of the cost of reproduction of natural 
resources and environmental damage, a 
more equitable distribution of natural re-
source rent, which is 4 % of the global GdP, 
and full compensation for environmental 
damage.

To achieve these strategic objectives, 
in accordance with the proposals of Presi-
dent of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev, 
it will be required to develop a long-term 
strategy for sustainable energy-ecological 
development and its adoption at the sum-
mit riO+25 at the World eXPO 2017 in 
Astana.

2.2. PrOsPeCTs FOr OverCOMiNG 
The FOOd Crisis ON The bAsis OF 
A NeW “GreeN” revOluTiON
The long-term trend of an outrunning 
growth of food compared to the increase 
in population was replaced at the begin-
ning of the 21st century with a global food 
crisis, the growing number of starving and 
its rapid rise in prices. hopes to solve the 

problems with genetically modified foods 
fall short. With the growth of the popula-
tion the area of   agricultural land does not 
increase.

The global food crisis could be resolved 
on the basis of:

— optimization of the structure of 
food consumption, overcoming hunger in 
the world due to multiple increase in the 
productivity of the agricultural labor;

— an increase in food production in 
the world by 2050 1.7 – 1.8 times against 
2010;

— support and planetary spreading 
of a new “green revolution”, providing 
increased food production in a controlled 
environment;

— the establishment of the global 
food fund, including the insurance fund 
for natural disasters;

— international regulation of price 
changes in the world food market;

— development and adoption of a 
long-term global food strategy at the 
“green” summit to ensure the eradication 
of hunger in the world in the coming de-
cades.

2.3. sOCiO-deMOGrAPhiC Crisis ANd 
PrOsPeCTs FOr iTs surMOuNTiNG
in the postwar decades there were reached 
the population growth rates record in the 
history. but from the last quarter of the 
20th century it prevailed the tendency of 
the population growth rates to fall (1.18 % 
in 2005 – 2010), which, according to the 
uN projection will continue in the future 
(0.34 % in 2045 – 2050.). An increasing num-
ber of countries and civilizations are being 
ridden by depopulation, and from the last 
quarter of the 21st century it will become 
a global trend. The aging of population 
intensifies a share of working-age and in-
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novatively active population will be de-
creasing. A demographic factor from the 
economic growth engine is becoming its 
limiter.

it deepens simultaneously socio-demo-
graphic polarization. At an average annual 
growth rate in 2010 – 2020 in the world of 
1 % it will be in sub-saharan Africa 2.4 %, 
latin America 1.6 %, south Asia 1.3 %, while 
in the euro area   0.1 %, Japan 0.3 %, and 
russia 0.2 %. The structure of the world 
population is changing. The gap in public 
health spending per capita between the 
countries with high and low income is 18 
times in 2010 in the current prices and 6.4 
times in PPP terms.

There are growing signs of migration 
crisis, uncontrolled resettlement, in-
creasing share of the population with the 
strengthening of civilizational contradic-
tions in recipient countries. Accumulated 
migration reached 213.4 million people 
in 2010, including those in high-income 
countries 131.9 million.

it is necessary to change the vector of 
global demographic policy. While in the 
2nd half of the 20th century it was aimed 
at controlling population growth, family 
planning, then it is now in most coun-
tries, it is aimed at promoting the birth-
rate, involving of senior people in produc-
tion, and optimization of migration flows. 
it is necessary, using the rich countries, 
to reduce motivations for emigration and 
simultaneously normalize the situation 
with migrants in the recipient countries.

The uN with the involvement of scien-
tists will need to develop a new, differenti-
ated by countries and civilizations, socio-
demographic strategy, in order to discuss 
it at a special summit, and take into ac-
count when determining a social element 
in sustainable development strategy.

2.4. TeChNOlOGiCAl Crisis 
ANd sTrATeGY OF iNNOvATiON 
breAKThrOuGh
Growing in the future limitations to the 
economic growth from the natural-ecolog-
ical and socio-demographic factors can be 
overcome only through the development 
and dissemination of fundamentally new 
resource-saving technologies. however, 
the industrial technology mode of produc-
tion, ensuring a step increase in labor pro-
ductivity is largely exhausted its growth 
potential.

The global crisis induces a growth in 
the number of scientific discoveries and 
major inventions, that is a prerequisite 
for a wave of epochal and basic innova-
tions, evolvement of the scientific and 
technological revolution in the 2nd quar-
ter of the century, the result of which 
is the formation of a new technological 
mode of production, its first stage — 
the sixth technological mode of pro-
duction. China joins the leaders of the 
technological breakthrough, where for 
2000 – 2010 the number of applications 
from residents for patents increased 11.7 
times, while in high-income countries it 
decreased by 7.5 %, and the average an-
nual growth rate of labor productivity in 
China during 2005 – 2010 was 8.8 % (the 
average in the world 2 % in high-income 
countries 0.7 %). The gap in the labor pro-
ductivity level between countries with 
high and low incomes was 12.7 times in 
2006.

The main objectives of a long-term 
strategy of innovation and technological 
breakthrough are:

— to create conditions for accelerated 
development of a new technological revo-
lution and raising the growth rates of la-
bor productivity;
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— humanization, ecologization and 
demilitarization of the technological prog-
ress, concentration of the results for solv-
ing energy-ecological, food, social issues 
while reducing the military-technological 
orientation;

— increased government support for 
base innovations;

— reducing in 2 – 3 times the gap in 
technological development between van-
guard and lagging countries and civiliza-
tions, increasing the uN role in addressing 
these challenges;

— strengthening the role of the tech-
nological component of sustainable de-
velopment and identification in the uN 
system organization responsible for coor-
dinating these activities.

2.5. TrANsFOrMATiON OF eCONOMiC 
sYsTeM ANd GlObAlizATiON
With unchallenged achievements of the 
market-capitalist system in the past in 
the recent decades the signs of its decline 
manifest themselves increasingly bright-
er. This is reflected in the trends of:

— the fall in the economic growth, 
in becoming destructive economic crises 
more frequent and their aggravation;

— forming a virtual “bubble econo-
my”, extracting resources from reproduc-
tion and accumulation for speculative 
gaming on stock exchanges;

— deformation of the structure of the 
economy, excessive swelling of market ser-
vices area to the detriment of material pro-
duction, especially agriculture and indus-
try, the de-industrialization of economy;

— increasing speculative fluctuations 
of key macroeconomic indicators, first of 
all, in world prices, more and more dis-
tortedly reflecting the level and dynamics 
of the international value;

— injustice in income distribution be-
tween countries, social strata and genera-
tions of people, the gap in the production 
of GNi per capita between countries with 
high and low income reached 73.4 times 
in 2010 at the current prices and 28.6 
times by PPP. The unemployment has ris-
en sharply especially among the youth.

There is a need to develop a long-term 
strategy for economic development and 
partnership, aimed at:

— the establishment and spread of the 
integral economic system — socially, eco-
nomically and innovatively-oriented;

— improving equity in the distribu-
tion of income among civilizations, states, 
social strata and generations;

— strengthening the national and in-
ternational regulation of economic pro-
cesses in the interests of the majority of 
the population, the development of ef-
fective mechanisms of market regulation 
at both regional and national, and global 
levels;

— eradication of poverty in the world, 
creation of international institutions and 
mechanisms for solution of this problem.

The establishment of an integral eco-
nomic system is impossible without chang-
ing the model of globalization. by itself, 
the process of globalization is naturally 
determined and progressive. however, un-
der the prevailing neoliberal model from 
the end of the 20th century the process of 
globalization is in the interest and under 
the control of transnational corporations 
and international financial centers, ac-
companied by increasing spontaneous 
and turbulent dynamics of the global 
economy, the growing gap between rich 
and poor nations and civilizations.

The formation of a new model of glo-
balization implies:
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— strengthening the regulation of the 
primary areas and processes from the uN 
and the international economic institu-
tions (iMF, World bank, WTO, etc.) with 
the transformation of the nature of their 
activities on democratic principles;

— the adoption and implementation 
of a global law, including the antitrust 
laws;

— a long-term strategy to overcome 
extreme economic polarization, raising 
the economic development level of the 
lagging countries, the implementation of 
the principles of equity and partnership in 
agricultural ties.

2.6. ON The PATh TO The MulTi-
POlAr WOrld Order bAsed ON 
The PriNCiPles OF diAlOGue ANd 
PArTNershiP AMONG CivilizATiONs
At the end of the 20th century with the end 
of the “cold war” it is ended the post-war 
bipolar architecture of the world order. An 
attempt to build the unipolar world domi-
nated by one superpower has happened 
to be unsuccessful. in the long view, they 
will have to choose between two models 
of the world order: a return to the bipolar 
world, led by the two superpowers (u. s. 
and China), or the formation of the multi-
polar world order on the principles of 
dialogue and partnership among civiliza-
tions, their potential for conflict and con-
frontation in the transition period, by the 
model of s. huntington.

While the 20th century was the cen-
tury of states, the number of which was 
increasing rapidly and now exceeds two 
hundred — from dwarfs to giants — then 
in the 21st century 12 local civilizations 
of the fifth generation are becoming the 
major players in the geopolitical arena, 
the nature of the relations between them 

(confrontation and conflict or dialogue 
and partnership) determines the fate of 
humanity. recognition of their equality 
and increasing all-round partnership in 
response to the challenges of the 21st cen-
tury is a part of the geopolitical strategy 
to overcome the crisis of civilization and 
entering the path of global sustainable de-
velopment.

The central tasks of geopolitical part-
nership of civilizations for sustainable de-
velopment are:

— development and launching the in-
stitutions and mechanisms for dialogue 
and partnership among civilizations and 
states in response to the challenges of the 
new century, the identification and reso-
lution of global emergencies through the 
joint efforts;

— preventing the rise of conflicts, a 
new arms race and international terror-
ism, eliminating its root causes, deliberate 
demilitarization of economy and society, 
weakening the influence of NATO and 
other military blocs;

— creating the conditions for the for-
mation and implementation of socio-po-
litical partnership, civilizations, states, so-
cial strata and generations, and increased 
governmental and intergovernmental 
regulation in crisis situations.

2.7. deCAYiNG OF seNsATe ANd 
esTAblishMeNT OF The iNTeGrAl 
sOCiO-CulTurAl sYsTeM
From the second half of the 20th century 
it is picking up the tendency of crisis and 
decaying of the sensate socio-cultural sys-
tem prevailed in the West for five centu-
ries, noted by Pitirim sorokin. This finds 
expression in the crisis of science and ed-
ucation, culture and morality, decline in 
spiritual and civilizational values.
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At the same time there appear signs of 
the nascent integral socio-cultural system 
with the underlying processes of the rise 
of science, increase in the creativity of 
lifelong education, revival of high culture 
and humanistically noospheric morality, 
formation of new humanism. These pro-
cesses require an active support of the 
states, uNesCO and other international 
organizations and global civil society.

The central link of the long-term strate-
gy of socio-cultural development and part-
nership among civilizations is a synthesis 
of scientific, educational and information 
revolutions of the 21st century.

The scientific revolution will help to 
overcome the crisis of scientific knowl-
edge, to assimilate and disseminate a new 
scientific paradigm adequate to the reali-
ties of the 21st century, to elevate the role 
of science at national and global levels, to 
implement the principles of the noospher-
ic civilization formulated by vladimir ver-
nadsky and Nikita Moiseyev.

The essence of the recent revolution in 
education is in the assimilation and trans-
fer to new generations of the achieve-
ments of the scientific revolution, a new 
world view, enhancing creativity and in-
novativeness of education.

A synthesis of scientific and education-
al revolution with the new stage of the in-
formation revolution will allow accelerat-
ing many times and ensure the complete-
ness of the assimilation of new knowledge 
and skills to the next generations.

The most important condition for 
the development and dissemination of 
the integral socio-cultural system is a 
revival of spiritual and civilizational val-
ues, overcoming moral degradation, the 
revival of humanism, preservation and 
enrichment of the world’s cultural heri-

tage, partnership of world religions in 
strengthening the moral foundations of 
the family and society.

Part 3. Local Civilizations on the Path 
to Sustainable Development

3.1. FeATures ANd PrOsPeCTs FOr 
develOPMeNT ANd iNTerACTiON 
OF lOCAl CivilizATiONs OF 
The FiFTh GeNerATiON
From the end of the 20th century it is going 
the transition from the fourth generation 
of local civilizations (with the dominance 
of the West) that prevailed for five centu-
ries to the more differentiated, diverse and 
active fifth generation, which includes 
three civilizations of europe (Western eu-
ropean, eastern european, and eurasian), 
three civilizations of America and Oceania 
budded off from the Western civilization 
of America and Oceania (Northern Ameri-
can, latin American, Oceanic) and six an-
cient civilizations of Asia and Africa (indi-
an, Chinese, Japanese, buddhist, Muslim 
and African — sub-saharan Africa). One 
can also talk about the Arctic civilization, 
including the northern parts of the eur-
asian, Western european and Northern 
American civilizations, but has no inde-
pendent geopolitical core.

by the middle of the 21st century it is 
possible differentiation fairly motley com-
position of the Muslim civilization into Ar-
abic, Persian, euro-Muslim, Afro-Muslim, 
hindu-Muslim and Far eastern Muslim.

it changes the structure of the leaders 
of the generation of local civilizations. 
The former leaders — Northern Ameri-
can, Western european and Oceanic — 
become a stronghold of the conservation 
of the industrial civilization. it becomes 
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the leaders of the movement to an inte-
gral civilization Chinese, indian and latin 
American civilizations. it becomes true 
the prophecy of Pitirim sorokin and Ar-
nold Toynbee –the shifting of the center of 
the creative activity of civilization to the 
east. African, Muslim as well as eurasian 
and eastern european civilizations are in 
the state of protracted crisis.

3.2. CivilizATiONs OF eurOPe
The eurasian and east european civiliza-
tions are ridden with protracted deep civi-
lizational crisis from the 1990s. From the 
end of the first decade of the 21st century 
the western european civilization also 
found itself in the state of crisis. The main 
signs of the crisis of civilization:

— the decline in population growth 
and the spread of depopulation. Accord-
ing to the uN medium variant forecast 
the level of depopulation in the years 
2045 – 2050 in europe as a whole will be — 
0.26 %, including eastern europe — 0.57 % 
(russia — 0.57 %, ukraine — 0.67 %, 0.95 % 
in bulgaria), southern europe — 0 19 %) 
(Portugal — 0.39 %, serbia-0.30 %), West-
ern europe — 0.22 % (Germany-0.56 %, the 
Netherlands — 0.11 %). in Northern eu-
rope, depopulation will involve the baltic 
republics, denmark and Finland;

— increase in the deficit of energy and 
other natural resources in most countries 
of Western and eastern european civiliza-
tions, the gradual exhaustion of the best 
fields in the countries of the eurasian civi-
lization;

— technological degradation and the 
growing gap of the eastern european and 
eurasian civilizations from the vanguard 
countries;

— neoliberal economic reforms in 
the eurasian and eastern european civi-

lizations led to the deformation of the 
structure of the economy, formation of 
the oligarchic-comprador economy, dras-
tic economic polarization of the popula-
tion.

integrated into the european union 
the Western european civilization was 
among the world leaders. however, the 
absorption of the eastern european civi-
lization in the 90s and anti-Keynesian cri-
sis management policy of the european 
union and the iMF have led to a profound 
long crisis, especially in southern europe, 
a sharp increase in the unemployment, 
exacerbation of socio-political contradic-
tions, a lower level of living.

russia, despite high growth rates in 
2000 – 2008, has not succeeded in overcom-
ing the civilizational crisis of the 1990s 
and implementing innovative moderniza-
tion of economy.

in the 2020s, the crisis of the european 
civilizations will be mainly overcome, but 
the negative demographic dynamics, the 
protracted economic crisis and neolib-
eral nature of economic policy will slow 
the economic growth. under the inertia-
based scenario it will be 2.4 – 2.6 % for the 
period 2010 – 2050, under the innovation-
breakthrough scenario it will go up to 
2.8 – 3.5 %.

The outlooks of the eurasian civiliza-
tion are ambiguous. The demographic 
situation develops unfavorably, the de-
cline in population and the number of 
the active working age. The technologi-
cal trends of degradation and deforma-
tion of the structure of economy have not 
been overcome. The state has no scien-
tifically founded long-term strategy and 
mechanism for its implementation, and 
the neoliberal approaches have not been 
overcome.
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if this trend continues in the future, 
the trend of the disintegration of the eur-
asian civilization and the fall of its role in a 
geo-civilizational space will continue and 
establishes. but with the development and 
implementation of a long-term strategy of 
innovative breakthrough it is possible to 
overcome the negative trends, the revival 
of the eurasian civilization in the new for-
mat. This will allowing coming closer to 
the vanguard group of countries and civi-
lizations, but it is unlikely to enter them 
in the long term, there are too large losses 
incurred for a quarter of the century of the 
civilization crisis.

europe’s share in the world population 
decreased from 21.7 % in 1950 to 10.6 % in 
2010 and 7.6 % in 2050, the average age of 
the population will rise from 29.7 to 46.6 
years and 21 % exceed the average world 
indicator. The share of the european civili-
zations in world GdP declined from 42.8 % 
in 1950 to 28.2 % in 2000 and by 2050 will 
fall, probably up to 15 – 17 %. so the de-
cline of europe, which in the 19th century 
reigned supreme in the world, this is not 
a figure of speech of Oswald spengler, but 
the very real historical perspective under 
the adverse scenario.

3.3. CivilizATiONs OF 
AMeriCA ANd OCeANiA
The starting positions of the civilization 
group of America and Oceania are more fa-
vorable than of the european civilizations. 
The population growth remains, though 
declining: in latin America — 1.12 % in 
2005 – 2010 and 0.10 % in 2045 – 2050, 0.96 
and 0.37 % in North America, 1.04 and 
0.59 % in Oceania. These civilizations are 
well endowed with energy and other natu-
ral resources, as a result of “shale revolu-
tion” the u. s. from the 2030s may become 

private energy resources exporters (in 
2009, net imports of energy will be 22 %, 
and in Canada, net exports 53 %, in latin 
America 31 %, in Australia, 137 %). in North 
America and Australia a high technologi-
cal level of economy, brazil and Mexico 
rapidly increase the rates. Production of 
GNi by PPP per capita in 2010 in the u. s. 
is 3.2 times higher than the world average, 
in Canada — 6.6 %, Australia — 41 %, latin 
America — 99 % of the world average.

however, controversies are growing in 
this group of civilizations. The u. s. econo-
my is largely based on the growing debt of 
more than 15 trillion u. s dollars. Market 
capitalization of companies in 2006 in the 
u. s. reached 148 % of GdP, in Canada — 
134 %, Australia — 140 %, latin America — 
52 %. The u. s. became a hotbed of the glob-
al financial crisis of 2008 – 2009. intensive 
in-migration to the united states and Aus-
tralia are changing the ethnic structure of 
the population.

based on accumulated experience, the 
North American civilization can maintain 
a relatively high rate of economic growth 
in the long term, although we cannot ex-
clude the fall of the rate of growth in the 
u. s. under the adverse scenario. latin 
America (especially brazil) will most like-
ly be developing at a rate higher than the 
world average on the up wave of the civili-
zation cycle in 2020 – 2040.

The share of American and Oceanic 
civilizations in the world population has 
increased from 13.9 % in 1950 to 14.5 % in 
2010 and will decrease to 13.5 % by 2050. 
The share in the global GdP fell from 39 % 
in 1950 to 31.7 % in 2010 and is unlikely to 
exceed 20 – 22 % by 2050. in any case, this 
group of civilizations would unlikely have 
enough reasons to claim the global leader-
ship.
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3.4. CivilizATiONs OF 
AsiA ANd AFriCA
in the industrial age, the once prosper-
ous and leading in the world civilizations 
of Asia and Africa have found themselves 
under the heel of the Western european 
civilization, and degraded both by popu-
lation, and especially by the share in the 
world GdP and in terms of technology. The 
share of Asia (excluding Japan) dropped in 
the world population from 65.2 % (with Ja-
pan 68.2 %), in 1820 to 51.4 % in 1950 (with 
Japan 54.7 %), in the world GdP from 54.6 % 
(59.4 %) to 15.4 % (18.4 %). Japan suffered 
particularly large losses: its share in the 
population from 27.3 % in 1700 decreased 
to 14.2 % in 1950, in GdP — from 24.4 % to 
6.8 %. Africa’s share of world population 
dropped from 10.1 % in 1700 to 7 % in 1950, 
in GdP — from 6.9 to 3.8 %.

in the last quarter of the 20th century as 
a result of the national liberation revolu-
tions and the collapse of the colonial sys-
tem of imperialism it is taking shape the 
reversal in trends. The first breakthrough 
was made by Japan, its share in world GdP 
rose from 3 % in 1950 to 7.8 % in 1978, but 
then decreased to 7.1 % in 2001; the share 
in the population rose from 3 % to 3.3 %, but 
then decreased to 2.1 %. The breakthrough 
was made through the technological and 
human factors, but at the end of the cen-
tury the potential of the breakthrough was 
largely exhausted, the aging of population 
intensified, depopulation begins.

The Chinese civilization experienc-
ing a renaissance became an undisputed 
global leader in terms of the economic 
growth in the last third of the century. its 
share in the world GdP rose from 4.6 % in 
1973 to 12.3 % in 2001, the average annual 
GdP growth rate is 6.72 %. in the 2030s, 
China could surpass the u. s. in terms of 

GdP volume. it is the world leader in the 
establishment of the integral civilization, 
in terms of scientific and technological 
progress rates. however, in the long term 
the growth of economy will be limited by 
a demographic factor (entering from the 
40s the stage of depopulation, growth in 
shortage of labor) and natural-ecological 
factor. despite strenuous efforts to de-
velop the sixth technological order the 
growth of economy in the long term will 
consolidate at 5 – 6 %, but it will still exceed 
the world average.

in the last decades india also shows 
high rates of economic growth (5.17 % in 
1973 – 2001). its share of world GdP in-
creased from 3.1 % in 1973 to 5.4 % in 2001, 
the share in the world population grew 
from 14.4 % in 1950 to 16.6 % in 2001, and 
over the next decades, india will become 
the first nation in the world by popula-
tion. There are no limitations by labor 
force, but the low standard of living and 
weak, scientific-technical and technologi-
cal potential. Therefore it is unlikely that 
india will be able to maintain high rates of 
economic growth for a long time, but they 
will be higher than the world average.

The buddhist civilization is diverse by 
its structure. The republic of Korea is one 
of the world leaders in technological and 
economic development; economy of viet-
nam and Thailand is growing fast. how-
ever, Myanmar (burma), laos, Cambodia, 
Mongolia are at the low level and do not 
have the prospects for surmounting the 
underdevelopment without external as-
sistance.

The Muslim civilization is even more 
diverse. Along with the rich and high-tech 
countries of the Persian Gulf, Turkey, in-
donesia, Malaysia are fast gaining momen-
tum, there are a large number of countries 
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here at the middle level of development 
(iran, iraq) and there are a lot of laggards 
(especially Afghanistan). Civilization is 
shaken by internal strife and conflicts, but 
it has a high rate of population growth, is 
well endowed with labor resources and has 
not bad prospects for growth, increasing 
the share in the world population and GdP. 
however, it is possible that by the middle of 
the 21st century, it is differentiated into 5 – 6 
civilizations (Arabic, Persian, euro-Muslim, 
Afro-Muslim, hindu-Muslim, and Pacific-
Muslim). This process can go painfully and 
accompanied by escalation of conflicts.

The African civilization is in a deep cri-
sis, growing poverty with the record rates 
of population growth. This turns the Afri-
can civilization in the most conflict and 
lagging area of modern geopolitical space.

in the future, Asia’s share in the world 
population will decline from 61.3 % in 
2010 to 57.2 % in 2050, Africa’s share will 
increase from 15.0 to 21.8 %, so that three-
quarters of population in the world in gen-
eral belong to this group of civilizations. 
The share in the world GdP grows rapidly, 
in the next 15 – 20 years it will become pre-
vailing. We could assume that this civiliza-
tion in the future will determine the fate 
of the global civilization, humanity. but 
now it is the most vulnerable and polar-
ized, conflict- and international terrorism 
affected part of the global civilization. 
This is where you should first perfect the 
mechanism for dialogue and partnership 
among civilizations.

3.5. A lONG-TerM FOreCAsT 
OF eCONOMiC GrOWTh 
rATes OF CivilizATiONs
in Paris, in November 2012 it was published 
the OeCd forecast “looking to 2060: A 
Global vision of long-Term Growth”. The 

forecast presents estimates of economic 
growth rates in the period 2011 – 2030 and 
2030 – 2060 for 34 countries of the OeCd 
and 8 countries of “G-20”, non-OeCd coun-
tries (Argentina, brazil, China, indonesia, 
india, russia, saudi Arabia, and south Af-
rica). in Table 1 it is  grouped  the  forecast 
data for the world as a whole, the OeCd 
and non-OeCd and in the context of civi-
lization — by 12 civilizations of the fifth 
generation.

The OeCd experts believe that in 
2011 – 2030 global economic growth rates 
will rise from 3.5 in 1995 – 2011 to 3.7 %, 
but then in the years 2030 – 2060 they will 
decline to 2.3 %.

The OeCd forecast has outlined signifi-
cant changes in the territorial structure of 
economy, especially in 2011 – 2030 (Table 2). 
The share of 34 countries in the OeCd will 
decline from 64 % in 2011 to 49 % in 2030 
and 42 % in 2060, the share of non-OeCd 
countries will rise from 35 % in 2011 to 
51 % in 2050, but the following 30 years — 
only to 58 %. under the stabilization of the 
share of China (28 %) and russia’s share 
drop from 3.6 in 2011 to 3.1 in 2030 and 
2.4 in 2060, brazil from 3.1 in 2030 to 2.8 
in 2060, with the increasing india’s share 
from 7 % in 2011 to 11 % in 2030 and 18 % in 
2060 – 2.6 times for 50 years.

For the next 30 years it is anticipated a 
significant fall in the rate of growth in non-
OeCd countries more than double — from 
5.9 to 2.8 %, under a smaller decline in the 
OeCd countries (from 2.2 to 1.8 % — 18 %). 
With the most significant drop in the rate 
of growth is taking shape in russia (from 
3 % to 1.3 % — 2.3 times), China (from 6.6 to 
2.3 % — 2.9 times), Poland (2, 6 to 1 % — 2.6 
times), brazil (from 4.1 to 2 % — more than 
twice), and the republic of Korea (from 2.7 
to 1 % — 2.7 times).



PartnershiP of Civilizations №1–2/2013     49

Table 1. Economic Growth Rates under the OECD Forecast, %  
GDP Growth rates at PPP in Constant Prices

Civilizations and leading countries 1995 – 2011 2011 – 2030 2030 – 2060 2011 – 2060

World
oeCd countries
Non-oeCd countries

3.5
2.2
6.7

3.7
2.2
5.9

2.3
1.8
2.8

2.9
2.0
3.9

CivilizaTioNS oF eUroPe
Germany
UK
France
italy
Poland
russia

1.4
2.3
1.7
1.0
4.3
9.1

1.3
1.9
2.0
1.3
2.6
3.0

1.0
2.2
1.4
1.5
1.0
1.3

1.1
2.1
1.6
1.4
1.6
1.9

CivilizaTioNS oF aMeriCa aNd oCeaNia
USa
Canada
Brazil
Mexico
argentina
australia

2.5
2.6
3.3
2.6
3.8
3.3

2.3
2.1
4.1
3.4
3.6
2.1

2.0
2.3
2.0
2.7
2.2
2.2

2.1
2.2
3.8
3.0
2.7
2.8

CivilizaTioNS oF aSia aNd aFriCa
Japan
China
india
republic of Korea
Saudi arabia
indonesia
rSa

0.9
10.0
7.5
4.6
4.2
4.4
3.4

1.2
6.6
6.7
2.7
4.5
5.3
3.9

1.4
2.3
4.0
1.0
1.9
2.4
2.5

1.3
4.0
5.1
1.6
2.9
4.1
3.0

Table 2. Dynamics of territorial structure of world GDP under the OECD forecast,%

2011 2030 2060

oeCd countries
USa
Japan
eurozone
other oeCd countries

64
23
7

17
17

49
18
4

12
15

42
16
3
9

14

Non-oeCd countries
China
india
other non-oeCd countries
including
russia
Brazil

35
17
7

11
3.6
2.8

51
28
11
12
3.1
3.1

58
28
18
12
2.4
2.8
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This forecast of the economic growth 
rates appears fairly disputable, especially 
in terms of civilizational change of cycles. 
For 2011 – 2025 it falls the down wave of 
the industrial civilization cycle and the 
5th Kondratieff cycle that determines the 
decline in economic growth rates against 
the previous fifteen years. however, from 
about the 20s it can be expected the re-
verse in trends as a result of the shift to 
the next up wave of the next civilization-
al and 6th Kondratieff cycle, which will 
express itself in the increase in the rate 
of growth in spite of a number of demo-
graphic constraints (decrease in popula-
tion growth and the number of employed) 
and natural-ecological (exhaustion of cer-
tain mineral resources, shortage of fresh 
water, growth of environmental costs). 
One should not expect a return to record 
growth of 1950 – 1973 (4.9 % p.a.), but it is 
quite real the average annual GdP growth 
of 3 – 3.5 %, and not 2.3 %, as projected by 
the OeCd.

Part 4. Scientific Foundations,  
Institutions and Mechanisms for 
Implementing a Long-term strategy 
for Sustainable Development

4.1. sCieNTiFiC FOuNdATiONs 
OF A lONG-TerM sTrATeGY
in the transition period it accelerates 
many times and grows complex the rates 
of changes and transformations. This re-
quires from the states and international 
organizations (and first of all from the uN 
system) a far vision, profound scientific 
approach and strategic thinking. Only 
on this basis it can be formed an innova-
tive partnership of science, education, 
government and business, social and po-

litical partnership of civilizations, states, 
social forces and generations, provided a 
recovery from the crisis by strengthening 
of governmental and international regu-
lation of the utmost complex processes of 
change of civilizational cycles.

however, in the last quarter of the 
century, it is observed an increasing sep-
aration of the power from the advanced 
science — both at national and at inter-
national levels, which is contrary to the 
principles of the noosphere. Neoliberal ap-
proaches have made a major contribution 
to the development of the crises, actively 
supported by multinationals that seek to 
get out of control of the power and civil 
society. And in science itself, it is observed 
crisis, a weakening of the creative and 
prognostic potential of scientific schools 
being guided by the outdated industrial 
scientific paradigm.

in the report “resilient People. resil-
ient Planet: A Future Worth Choosing” 
(2012) of the united Nations secretary-
General’s high-level Panel on Global sus-
tainability it is noted the need for greater 
involvement of science to justify political 
decisions and retaining scientists to the 
uN activities. The recommendations of 
the 6th Civilization Forum within the unit-
ed Nations Conference on sustainable de-
velopment propose concrete steps in this 
direction: to establish the World science 
Council under the uN secretary-General; 
formation of scientific and expert coun-
cils under the uN organizations and other 
international organizations; formation of 
an international institute of global fore-
casting and strategic planning. The in-
ternational team of scientists formed by 
sKii and iNes has developed a long-term 
Forecast “The Future of Civilizations” for 
2050, and the report to riO+20 Confer-
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ence “Foundations of a long-term strategy 
for Global sustainable development based 
on Partnership of Civilizations”, is prepar-
ing a report for the summit in riO +2- in 
st. Petersburg.

A theoretical basis of crisis recov-
ery is laid by N. Kondratieff, P. sorokin, 
J. schumpeter, G. Mensch; scientific basis 
for sustainable development strategy — 
by v. vernadsky and N. Moiseyev. These 
scientific bases are further developed and 
adapted to the conditions of the 21st cen-
tury. it is time for the system of power to 
turn to the advanced science.

4.2. iNsTiTuTiONs TO 
iMPleMeNT susTAiNAble 
develOPMeNT sTrATeGies
even the best and most scientifically 
founded strategy for recovery from crisis 
and entering the path of global sustain-
able development will remain the board 
of good intentions, unless it is based on 
real and effective institutions and mech-
anisms for the implementation of this 
strategy.

The globalization process, the forma-
tion of a planetary civilizational space 
includes not only economy, but also the 
information flows, the humanitarian 
sphere. it extends to the sphere of man-
agement and regulation of the function-
ing and development of all the humanity, 
global civilization, all the components of 
the genotype of civilization. in this area 
gradually from the wars and violence the 
center of gravity moves to democratic 
practices, resolution of contradictions in-
evitably arising in the global mega-system 
through dialogue and consensus, with the 
prospect of the increasing elements of 
partnership in response to common chal-
lenges and critical situations.

The outlines of gradually emerging 
global institutions include the following 
key elements.

1. Summits of Heads of States and govern-
ments of all or nearly all states to discuss 
and address major strategic issues. it is a 
kind of planetary councils, initiated by 
the united Nations or a group of leading 
powers, although there is taking shape 
some regularity (riO, riO+10, riO+20). 
The competence of summits is not yet reg-
ulated, accumulating experience, which 
will require the generalization and legal 
regulation.

summits of “G- 8” meet annually (rep-
resent the leaders of 4 civilizations) and 
“G-20”.

2. The UN system in combination of 
central, functional and regional organi-
zations. its functions are defined by the 
uN Charter and require a transformation 
with respect to the conditions of the 21st 
century. The uN operates on democratic 
principles, but it has some authoritarian 
features. it appears that in the long term 
the uN may transform into the World 
Confederation of Nations and Civiliza-
tions (the european union is an experi-
mental site for testing such mechanism 
of confederation).

3. Institute for Global Law in the diversity 
of its constituent elements (administra-
tive, civil, ecological, criminal, etc.) judi-
cial authorities supporting such law is also 
in the state of formation, only some of its 
elements are identified so far.

4. Institutes of global civil society designed 
to represent the interests of different so-
cial groups and to exercise control of so-
ciety over the activities of government 
authorities is also at the initial stage of 
formation. it is represented by many non-
governmental organizations.
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4.3. MeChANisMs FOr The 
iMPleMeNTATiON OF The sTrATeGY
it is also necessary to develop effective 
mechanisms for implementing a long-
term strategy, which may include the fol-
lowing key elements.

1. Forecasting, strategic planning and pro-
gramming of global development, coop-
eration between states and civilizations. 
Only on the basis of scientifically found-
ed strategies it is possible, in a historical-
ly short period of time, to overcome the 
period of change of civilizational cycles, 
reducing the growing polarization of 
countries and civilizations. This requires 
the development of long-term scientifi-
cally founded projections of global de-
velopment and production on such basis 
a long-term global strategy to overcome 
the crisis of civilization and entering the 
path of global sustainable development 
(a kind of a global anti-crisis program), 
strengthening the strategic function 
of the uN system. it seems necessary to 
embark upon the development of a long-
term strategy for global sustainable de-
velopment for 2030 and the strategy on 
the elements of the civilizational geno-
type and sustainable development so that 
to discuss this package of the strategy by 
summit riO+25.

2. Financial support for the implementa-
tion of global strategies and programs on 
the basis of global specialized funds with 
stable sources of formation and use of 
rental income.

3. Mechanism of monetary and price con-
trols to avoid speculative fluctuations in 
world prices, undermining the stability 
of the global economy, the rationale for 
the formation of monetary, financial and 
legal sources, to overcome the “bubble 
economy.”

4. Staffing for sustainable global de-
velopment by establishing a system of 
training, retraining and advanced train-
ing of employees working in this sphere 
of institutions, public examinations for 
candidates for the offices of international 
officials.

5. Monitoring and information support for 
the implementation of the strategy and 
programs to ensure the transparency and 
reliability of data on global processes, to 
create a reliable and complete informa-
tion base for the functioning of institu-
tions and mechanisms for the implemen-
tation of the strategy.

Conclusion

Currently, the global community has faced 
with a difficult and fateful choice: how to 
overcome the civilizational crisis causing 
a heavy damage, to enter the path of glob-
al sustainable development, preservation 
and enrichment of potential accumulated 
by humanity for thousands years.

The force of inertia, fear of radical 
changes is pushing the leaders of states 
and international organizations to the 
path of a partial improvement, conserva-
tion of the moribund, but very profitable 
system for the rich countries, transna-
tional corporations and world financial 
centers. This leads to the overcoming of 
its agony and increase of the sufferings of 
the majority of humanity. This is a dead 
end, but it prevails so far.

Another, innovative-breakthrough 
strategy is in the course on radical trans-
formations, establishment of the integral, 
humanistically noospheric civilization 
based on the wave of epochal innovations. 
This path frightening by its terra incogni-
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ta and high risks is not yet received by the 
conservative ruling and business elites. 
however, the structure of the elite is 
changing with the change of generations, 
and the crisis encourages taking risk and 
radical transformations, changing the 
face of the planet, and is eventually in the 
establishment of a positive scenario of the 
noosphere. it is this path the international 
team of scientists offers, its main points 
are outlined above.

let us hope that the world leaders will 
defer to the recommendations of scien-
tists.
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